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Cultural Issues in Twilight
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Department of Interdisciplinary,
Gender, and Ethnic Studies
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Twilight Series
▪ 4 books:
▪ Twilight (2005)
▪ New Moon (2006)
▪ Eclipse (2007)
▪ Breaking Dawn
(2008)

▪ 5 movies:
▪ Supplementary texts:
▪ Twilight (2008)
▪ Midnight Sun (unfinished
draft, 2008)
▪ New Moon (2009)
▪ The Short Second Life of
▪ Eclipse (2010)
Bree Tanner (2010)
▪ Breaking Dawn Part 1
▪ The Twilight Saga: The
(2011)
Official Illustrated Guide
▪ Breaking Dawn Part 2
(2011)
(2012)
▪ Life and Death (2015)
▪ Supplementary content
▪ Midnight Sun (finished
(DVD commentary,
novel, 2020)
behind-the-scenes
footage, interviews, etc.)

Twilight Fandom and Anti-Fandom
▪ Anti-fandom:
▪ What’s missing here?
▪ Fandom:
▪ Partly men who
▪ Twilight’s relationship
▪ Primarily teenage
dismiss the series
to white womanhood
girls and adult
and its audience
▪ Gendered
women
▪ Partly women who
stereotypes and
▪ “Crazy,” “mad,”
are “not like other
expectations
“hysterical”
women”
▪ Any kind of nuance or
▪ Perceived to not be ▪ Partly people with
neutrality
critical of the text
varying levels of
concern about
issues in the text

▪ Intersectional
perspectives

Research Questions
▪ What are the different qualities of Twilight anti-fandom, old Twilight
fandom (2005 to the early 2010s), “Twilight renaissance” fandom
(2018 to present), and people somewhere in between?
▪ What are the different ways in which people navigate the complicated
web of privilege and oppression at play in the text and fandoms of
Twilight?
▪ How does positionality on various axes of marginalization affect how
someone views Twilight and its fandoms?

Group Interview Methodology
▪ Group interview methodology based on Jonathan Gray’s “New
Audiences, New Textualities” (2003)
▪ It is important to talk not only to fans, but also to non-fans and
anti-fans
▪ A text still holds meaning to people who hate it and/or don’t
know much about it
▪ Interviews with a group of people who know each other and
are a mix of fans/non-fans/anti-fans will provide a picture of
how people with different levels of familiarity with a text
engage with it

Group Interviewees
Survey and group interviews with 7 total participants
▪ All were between
ages 25-28
▪ 3 were POC, 4
were white
▪ 2 were men, 5
were women
▪ 4 were straight, 3
were queer/LGBT

▪ All had read at least one book
and seen at least one movie
▪ 6 had read the complete
book series, and 3 had read
at least one supplementary
text
▪ 4 had seen the complete
movie series, and 3 had seen
some supplementary content

▪ 3 had read at
least one book in
the series within
the past 2 years
▪ 4 had watched at
least one movie
in the series
within the past 2
years

Group Interview Results
▪ None of the interviewees were comfortable calling themselves a fan,
but most did not fall into the definition of a non-fan or anti-fan
▪ I’m going to tentatively call them “critical fans,” which are defined as
people who:
▪ Are too familiar with the media to be defined as a non-fan
▪ Enjoy the media, and might even be former fans of it, but would
not currently consider themselves a fan
▪ Have significant criticisms of the media, but do not fit the
definition of an anti-fan

Select Works Cited
▪ Interdisciplinary Approaches to Twilight: Studies in Fiction, Media,
and a Contemporary Cultural Experience – edited by Mariah Larsson
and Ann Steiner (2011)
▪ “Dear Stephenie Meyer” – Lindsay Ellis (2018)
▪ “New Audiences, New Textualities” – Jonathan Gray (2003)
▪ Bringing Light to Twilight: Perspectives on a Pop Culture
Phenomenon – edited by Giselle Liza Anatol (2011)
▪ “‘...it sucked because it was written for teenage girls’: Twilight, antifans and symbolic violence” – Catherine Strong (2009)

Thank you for
watching!
Feel free to send me comments and
questions at luecks@unlv.nevada.edu.

If you are able to, please consider donating
to the Quileute nation at mthg.org.
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